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Over 70 Rides, Slides, Shows & 
Attractions On Over 200 Acres!   

For the very BEST ticket deals and  
vacation packages visit us online  

SILVERWOODTHEMEPARK.COM

A short drive away in beautiful North Idaho.  
Just North of Coeur d’Alene on Hwy 95. 

For days and  
hours of operation  
visit us online

SILVERWOODTHEMEPARK.COM

June 20TH & 21ST

Father's Day Weekend 
Celebrate Father’s Day at Silverwood! When a family  
brings Dad to the park and PURCHASES their tickets  
online or at the front gate, DAD GETS IN FREE!

EDUCATION

By Jens Manuel Krogstad, 
Pew Research Center

Educational attain-
ment among U.S. 
Latinos has been 

changing rapidly in recent 
years, reflecting the group’s 
growth in the nation’s public 
K-12 schools and col-
leges. Over the past decade, 
the Hispanic high school 
dropout rate has declined 
and college enrollment has 
increased, even as Hispanics 
trail other groups in earning 
a bachelor’s degree.

Hispanics  cited education 
as a top issue in 2014, ranking 
alongside the economy and above health 
care and immigration in importance, a 
Pew Research Center survey found.

Economic factors remain an obsta-
cle for enrollment, however. In a 2014 
National Journal poll, 66% of Hispan-
ics who got a job or entered the military 
directly after high school cited the need 

to help support their family as a reason 
for not enrolling in college, compared 
with 39% of whites.

Here are five facts about Latinos and 
education:

1. Over the past decade, the Hispanic 
high school dropout rate has dropped dra-
matically. The rate has reached a record 
low, dropping from 32% in 2000 to 14% 

in 2013 among those ages 18 to 24 years 
old. However, the Hispanic dropout rate 
remains higher than it is among blacks 
(8%), whites (5%) and Asians (4%).

2. Hispanics are making big inroads in 
college enrollment. The number of His-
panics ages 18 to 24 enrolled in a two- or 
four-year college has more than tripled 
since 1993. In 2013, 2.2 million Hispanics 
were enrolled in college, up from 728,000 
in 1993 – a 201% increase. Today, His-
panics are the largest minority group on 
U.S. college campuses.

3. Even though more Hispanics are 
getting a postsecondary education than 
ever before, Hispanics still lag other 
groups in obtaining a four-year degree. 
In 2013, among Hispanics ages 25 to 29, 
just 15% of Hispanics have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher. By comparison, among 
the same age group, about 40% of whites 
have a bachelor’s degree or higher (as do 
20% of blacks and 60% of Asians). This 
gap is due in part to the fact that Hispan-
ics are less likely than some other groups 
to enroll in a four-year college, attend an 
academically selective college and enroll 
full-time.

4. Another reason Hispanics lag in 
bachelor’s degrees is that nearly half who 
go to college attend a public two-year 
school, the highest share of any race or 
ethnicity. 

5. Hispanics are significantly less likely 
than other groups to have student debt. 
About 22% of young Hispanic house-
holds (those headed by someone younger 
than 40) have education loans. The share 
is nearly twice as high among young 
white households (42%) and young black 
households (40%). 

5 facts about Latinos and education
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School Based Health Clinics
OPEN ALL SUMMER!

Healthy Kids Make Better Learners

Walk-Ins Welcome!  |  myTCCH.org

TCCH School Based Health Clinics
At the Intersection of Health and Education

Conveniently located next to: 
Amistad Elementary School | 830 West Vineyard Drive | Kennewick, WA  99336

Ochoa Middle School | 1801 East Sheppard Street | Pasco, WA 99301

This activity is not sponsored or endorsed by the Kennewick or Pasco School Districts

Joshua Hughes, ARNPErin Wattles, CPNP

Preventative Healthcare | Immunizations
Flu Shots | Wellness Exams | Sports Physicals

Evaluation and treatment of minor  
illnesses and injuries

CALL 509.547.2204
FOR HOURS OR TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT!

STATE

SPOKANE, Washington (AP) 

Rachel Dolezal, a civil rights advo-
cate who became embroiled in 
national controversy over her 

racial identity, announced her resignation 
on Monday as leader of a local branch of 
the NAACP in Washington state, she said 
in a statement.

Dolezal, 37, who served as president of 
the Spokane chapter of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored 
People, the nation's oldest and largest 
civil rights organization, said the contro-
versy over her race had shifted dialogue 
away from key social and political issues.

"It is with complete allegiance to the 
cause of racial and social justice and the 
NAACP that I step aside from the presi-
dency and pass the baton to my vice pres-
ident, Naima Quarles-Burnley," Dolezal 
said in a statement on the NAACP 
Spokane chapter's Facebook page.

Dolezal came under intense scrutiny 
last week after questions emerged about 
her racial background and a Caucasian 
couple who identified themselves as her 
biological parents said she had misrepre-
sented her ethnic background.

Dolezal, who also holds a post in 
Spokane's city government, identified 
herself as white, African-American and 
Native American on her application, City 
Council President Ben Stuckart said last 
week.

He said the city had opened investi-

gation of the veracity of her application. 
Stuckart said Dolezal had filed police 
complaints of racial discrimination, most 
recently that she received hate mail.

In announcing her resignation from the 
NAACP, Dolezal said she had remained 
quiet through the controversy out of 
respect for the work of the civil rights 
group.

"The dialogue has unexpectedly shifted 
internationally to my personal identity 
in the context of defining race and eth-
nicity," she said. "I have waited in defer-
ence while others expressed their feelings, 
beliefs, confusions and even conclusions 
- absent the full story."

A Montana couple who identified 
themselves to media as Dolezal's parents 
has said the family was of European and 
Native American descent. They told 
CNN and Spokane media they had lost 
touch with their daughter but that she 
had showed an interest in diversity and 
black culture, especially after the couple 
adopted black children.

Responding to the growing controversy 
last week, the NAACP issued a statement 
saying racial identity was not a qualifying 
criteria for leadership. It also said it stood 
behind Dolezal's advocacy record.

Dolezal holds a master's degree from 
Howard University, a historically black 
university, and is a professor in the Afri-
cana Studies Program at Eastern Wash-
ington University, according to the uni-
versity website.

Spokane NAACP leader embroiled 
in race controversy resigns

In this March 2, 2015 file photo, Rachel Dolezal, president of the Spokane chapter of the NAACP, poses for a 
photo in her Spokane, Wash. home.
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Financial Literacy
This Page is Sponsored by Washington Federal

6 Easy Ways to Save for Vacation

Whether you are buying or refi nancing your home, or need 
straightforward checking and savings options, we can help. 
You’ll fi nd clear banking choices backed by personal service. 
Add to that online and mobile banking, free online bill pay, 
competitive rates and options to fi t your life.

Find your local branch or give us a call at 1-800-324-9375.

www.washingtonfederal.com

Helping our neighbors buy homes and 
save for the future since 1917.

NMLSR #410394

The summer vacation season 
is rapidly approaching. For 
most of us, the biggest 

challenge to taking a vacation may 
be a lack of money. Fortunately 
it’s not too late to start saving 
and still have some summer fun. 
By cutting back on some little 
everyday “extras”, you can end up 
saving in a big way.

Skip the coffee: $65

The average daily latte costs about 
$3.25 - that equates to about $65 
a month. By brewing at home 
or going without, you can set 
yourself up for a significant start 
on a vacation fund.

Sell your unwanted stuff: $200

Do two things at once. Wrap up 
spring cleaning and make some 
extra money by holding a garage 
sell.

Cancel that gym membership: 
$50

With the weather getting nicer 
and the days getting longer, 
summer’s the perfect time of year 
for outdoor exercising. Motivated 
by others? Check out free fitness 
groups in your area. Meetup 
allows for you to find others online 
that are interested in outdoor 
fitness activities. For example, you 
could join a group that runs every 
Thursday around the local lake, or 
a group that practices yoga in the 
park on Saturdays.

Eat in: $200

According to 
the National 
R e s t a u r a n t 
Association, the 
typical family 
spends an 
average of $239 
each month on 
restaurant meals. 
Depending on 
your family’s 
meal habits, this 
number could 
easily be higher for 
your household. 
By not eating out, 
you can save a lot 
of money. 

Leave the car at 
home: $200

Your family’s savings could vary 
greatly in this category as well. 
According to CNN, the average 
household spent $368 a month 
on gas in 2011. If you’re a two-car 
household, consider carpooling 
to work, biking or using public 
transportation.

Save your pocket change: $60

This one’s easy. At the end of the 
day, simply put all your spare 
change and $1 bills into a jar. 
You’re sure to have at least $1 a 
day, which is at least $30 a month. 
If there are two of you in your 
house, double that amount!

By implementing these money-
saving tips now, you’re sure to be 
able to save at least $700 in just 
one month, enough for a summer 
weekend away. (Try this in June 
and July and you could save twice 
this figure!)





23  You Decide – A Bilingual Newspaper June 19th, 2015

Wisdom for your decisions

Our Faith

By Pastor Ovidio De La Fuente

Blessing our city with the 
message of love, peace and hope 
is a great experience. Saturday, 

June 6th, a group of children, youth and 
adults took to the streets to pray and 
get in touch with the citizens of Pasco, 
showing that God has the power to 
change the course of their lives.

Blessing our authorities, it is a neces-
sity that reigns in the children of God. 
United, a public prayer was raised to 
Jesus Christ, to keep all levels of authority 
with peace and wisdom. Early on, fami-
lies arrived in the main streets praying 
for each person, and for the families of 
the Tri-Cities. We want peace; we want 
God to heal all hearts that are broken, 
and to restore the ties between parents 
and children.

We know that only God can close a 
wound, and that peace comes when we 
receive the miracle of divine forgive-
ness. Only God is just and his justice is 
perfect.

That’s why Templo Betania of the 
Assemblies of God from Pasco, along 
with the OneWorld movement, came 
together to mobilize in our city bring-
ing the message of love, of moral values 
that strengthen the family and therefore 
our society. Biblical values and princi-
ples are prevailing and immutable; bless 
these families and the different levels of 
authority. The sacred book, the Bible, 
still has the power to touch and change 
every life.

Let us pray that God blesses America, 
that He blesses our great state of Wash-
ington, and that our communities of the 
Tri-Cities be covered by His glory. 

Pray for our community
LATIN AMERICA

MEXICO (AP) 

The wife of former Mexican Pres-
ident Felipe Calderon, Margar-
ita Zavala, said on Sunday she 

would seek to emulate her husband by 
running for the presidency in 2018, and 
left open the prospect of staging an inde-
pendent bid.

A former congresswoman for the cen-
ter-right National Action Party (PAN), 
Zavala made a broad appeal across the 
political spectrum in a spartan two-
minute video, saying she would work to 
improve the economy and the rule of law 
in Mexico.

Public anger over impunity, political 
corruption and sluggish economic growth 
have created widespread discontent with 
the government of Calderon’s succes-
sor, President Enrique Pena Nieto of the 
centrist Institutional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI).

The 47-year-old Zavala was a popular 
first lady during her husband’s 2006-
2012 PAN administration, which became 
increasingly bogged down in a bloody 
struggle against violent drug gangs, cul-
minating in the party’s fall from power.

Zavala’s bid also appeared to be a chal-
lenge to the PAN, whose leadership was 

criticized by her supporters when she 
sought and was denied a spot on the list of 
safe seats on offer in lower house legisla-
tive elections held last weekend.

Though Pena Nieto’s approval ratings 
have hit multi-year lows, the PAN has 
been riven by infighting and finished a 
distant second in the vote to the PRI.

Formal campaigning will only begin a 
few months before the presidential elec-
tions scheduled for mid-2018 and no clear 
PAN front-runner has yet emerged.

Zavala, wearing black and stand-
ing against a white screen, did not say 
whether she would be seeking the PAN 
nomination, instead hinting at the option 
of an independent candidacy.

“I will put together, hand in hand with 
the people, a national campaign that of 
course includes PAN supporters, but also 
those who have voted for other political 
alternatives and those who have stopped 
believing in parties,” she said.

Federico Berrueto, director general of 
polling firm GCE, said Zavala’s best hope 
of winning was with the PAN because she 
seemed too closely associated with Calde-
ron to be truly independent.

“The mood in Mexico at the moment 
favors candidates or parties who are basi-
cally against everything,” he said.

Wife of ex-Mexican president 
announces run for presidency

Mexico’s former first lady Margarita Zavala.
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$210*UP TO BACK

BEST
TIRE DEAL

SUMMER’S

Not valid with any other offer. Not redeemable for 
cash or credit. Only one coupon per person per visit. 
See store for details. Valid June 1-30, 2015.

FLUID
 EXCHANGE

BUY 1 GET 1

1/2
PRICE

Not valid with any other offer. Not redeemable for 
cash or credit. Only one coupon per person per visit. 
See store for details. Valid June 1-30, 2015.

Not valid with any other offer. Not redeemable for 
cash or credit. Only one coupon per person per visit. 
See store for details. Valid June 1-30, 2015.

Not valid with any other offer. Not redeemable for 
cash or credit. Only one coupon per person per visit. 
See store for details. Valid June 1-30, 2015.

$15 OFF any service $100-$199

$25 OFF any service $200-$299

$35 OFF any service $300-$399

$40 OFF any service $400-$499

$50 OFF any service over $500

CHOOSE YOUR SAVINGS

*See store for details. Receive a Firestone $70 prepaid Visa by mail, add $70 if purchased with your
Commercial Tire credit card.  Commercial Tire will take another $70 off invoice. Valid May 15- July 15, 2015. 

25%
OFF

BRAKES

20% OFF
Freon additional if needed

At select stores

AIR
CONDITIONING

SERVICE

SPORTS

SEATTLE, Washington 
(AP) 

Lamar Neagle, 
O b a f e m i 
Martins, and 

Leo Gonzalez scored in 
the second half, and the 
Seattle Sounders beat 
FC Dallas 3-0 on Satur-
day night to move back 
atop the MLS standings.

Late in the 55th 
minute, Neagle took a 
pass from Brad Evans, 
went to the left side of 
the penalty area and 
drilled a 20-yard shot 
into the far right corner 
past goalkeeper Dan 
Kennedy for his third goal of the year.

Martins, who entered in the 61st 
minute and wore a facemask to protect 
his surgically repaired broken nose, 
made it 2-0 midway through the 73rd 
minute. Gonzalez scored in second-half 
stoppage time for his first of the season.

The Sounders (9-4-2, 29 points) moved 
one point in front of D.C. United atop the 
table, after D.C. lost to Orlando City on 
Sunday. 

Seattle goalkeeper Stefan Frei earned 
his league-leading eighth shutout.

Dallas (6-5-4, 22 points) is winless in 
its last five games (0-3-2).

Sounders beat FC Dallas 3-0

Seattle Sounders’ Zach Scott, left, competes for the ball with FC Dallas’ 
Fabian Castillo during the first half of an MLS soccer match, Saturday, June 

13, 2015, in Seattle, Washington. 

LATIN AMERICA

MONTERREY, Mexico (AP) 

Replicas of a sculpture of 
a knotted pistol that was 
designed in honor of the 

late musician John Lennon are being 
displayed this month in Monterrey, a 
northern industrial city that knows 
about gun violence.

The 13 pieces in a variety of colors 
and designs were made by individu-
als and organizations. They include 
a soccer ball motif by the Confed-
eration of North, Central American 
and Caribbean Association Foot-
ball, as well as a 1960s-style pop art 
design by Lennon’s fellow Beatle Paul 
McCartney.

“The presentation is very eloquent, 
the gun barrel obstructed to promote non-
violence ... it’s a good idea,” said visitor 
Lorenzo Zamarron.

The original sculpture, called “Non-Vio-
lence,” was created by Swedish artist Carl 
Fredrik Reutersward as a tribute to Lennon, 
who preached non-violence but was shot to 
death outside his New York home in 1980. 

It was part of the Strawberry Fields memo-
rial in New York’s Central Park and later 
given to the United Nations, according to 
the website for the Non-Violence Project.

Monterrey and other parts of the state 
of Nuevo Leon fell victim to drug violence 
from warring cartels during former Presi-
dent Felipe Calderon’s stepped-up assault 
on organized crime.

Non-violence art features guns with knotted barrels

A knotted gun sculpture painted by Mexican artist Paola 
Delfin is displayed at a park in the city of Monterrey, 

Mexico, Thursday April 2, 2015.
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Don’t be
bashful...

It’s not a 
hassle...

Be 
Healthy. 
Get 
Screened.

Colorectal Cancer is the 2nd leading 
cause of cancer related death in the U.S. 
It is also one of the most PREVENTABLE. 
There are several no-cost screening 
options available to our community, 
including simple take home options.

Contact the Tri-Cities Cancer Center, 
Tri-Cities Community Health or 
the local American Cancer Society 
to learn about Colorectal cancer 
prevention and no-cost screening 
options available to you.

509-783-3432
Resource Center

509-547-2204

509-783-1574
Jody O’Connor

It All Depends on Your Perspective

Goals change, markets fluctuate. Investment results vary over time. 

Most financial experts agree that you’re better off taking a long-term 

perspective when evaluating your investments and how much they  

match your life’s goals. A financial advisor can provide the assistance  

you need to set strategies and take action toward your specific needs  

and aspirations. Call your Waddell & Reed financial advisor today and 

ask about creating your personal financial plan.

Investing. With a plan.

Waddell & Reed, Inc. 11866 (01/11) Member SIPC

ISMAEL (Mel) G. CAMPOS
Financial Advisor
8905 W Gage Blvd
Suite 300
Kennewick, WA 99336
O: (509)737-1698
icampos@wradvisors.com

HELP WANTED
SCHOOL SECRETARY

Hermiston School District is currently seeking 
qualified applicants for the following 

Secretarial positions:
· School Secretary 

at Rocky Heights Elementary
· Office Assistant at Highland Hills Elementary

Bilingual/Bi-Literate in English and Spanish 
required.  For more info and how to apply visit 

our web-site at:  http://www.hermiston.k12.
or.us/employment

The Hermiston School District is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

FULL TIME 
WORK AVAILABLE

YEAR ROUND POSITIONS OPEN!
Boardman Foods - Onion Processing

-CDL DRIVER
-REFRIGERATION TECHNICIAN

-SUPERVISOR (NIGHT)
-TRIMMERS

Work on day a week up to six
You decide!

EOE; Drug/Alcohol Testing Required;
Application online at www.boardmanfoods.

com or Employment Office

HEALTH

By Tom Galioto, TCCC Volunteer
Foreword by Chuck DeGooyer, CEO, 

Tri-Cities Cancer Center

The Tri-Cities Cancer Center 
has proudly partnered with 
Tri-Cities Community Health 

and the American Cancer Society to 
decrease the incidence of colorectal 
cancer in our community. As you will 
learn by reading the story of my colleague 
and fellow health care professional, Al 
Cordova, the threat of colorectal cancer 
is very real. However, it is also very pre-
ventable. Our three organizations invite 
you to connect with us to learn about 
the no-cost screening options we each 
offer. Be healthy Tri-Cities. Get screened.  
~ Chuck DeGooyer

On the surface Mr. Al Cordova, CEO 
of Tri-Cities Community Health, is a low-
key, soft-spoken gentleman.  However, 
hidden within are the scars of many per-
sonal and professional battles fought 

and won over the years.  One of the 
most impactful was his battle to prevent 
colorectal cancer.     

During his career, Al had great profes-
sional success with some of the leading 
health care organizations in the U.S. 
Several years ago he decided to retire, but 
the relaxing, slower paced life was short-
lived.  In 2011, he came out of retirement 
and accepted the position of CEO at Tri-
Cities Community Health.

While Al’s professional accomplish-
ments are impressive, one of his primary 
achievements is less obvious.  He fought 
a very personal and aggressive battle to 
prevent colon cancer.  Approximately 
10 years ago, he scheduled himself for a 
routine colonoscopy exam.  The results 
proved to be anything but routine, with 
over 100 polyps identified which were 
considered to be pre-cancerous growths.  
His doctor had never seen anywhere near 
this number of polyps from an exam, and 
recommended that Al undergo imme-

diate surgery to remove his colon.  The 
next several weeks were a blur of activ-
ity, ultimately leading to a complete colon 
removal.  That was followed by an exten-
sive healing and rehabilitation period, 
and becoming accustomed to life that 
was somewhat different than it had been.  
Despite this life-changing event, Al con-

siders himself to be very fortunate.  “It’s 
not every day that you have the opportu-
nity to take a preventive action that saves 
your life.”

“The medical community recommends 
that adults over age 50 undergo a colonos-
copy every 10 years, and I fully support 
that recommendation.  In addition, every-
one must be aware of their family medical 
history, and whether any close relatives 
have experienced colon or rectal cancer, 
especially for those with parents who have 
or had a disease called familial polyposis. 
If so, these individuals should begin to 
have regular colonoscopies beginning in 
their 20s.”

“Colorectal cancer is one of the leading 
causes of cancer deaths, but it is also one 
of the easiest to detect and treat.  Colonos-
copies are a tremendous tool in accom-
plishing this.  Next to the possibility of 
colorectal cancer, the screening process is 
a walk in the park.”

Colorectal screening saves lives. 

The Power of Prevention & Early Detection – The Story of Mr. Al Cordova

Al Cordova, CEO of Tri-Cities Community Health

This Page is Sponsored by Tri-Cities Cancer Center
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No purchase necessary to enter or win.

See website for details 

Enter the Sweepstakes!

Win an iPad Mini 2

www.franklinpud.com/make-a-payment

Standard contract provisions of the Department of HUD Act of 1968 as amended 
and US Department of Labor for CDBG apply to this project, including Federal 
Prevailing Wage Rates, Civil Rights, EEO, Federal Public Works, Affirmative 
Action, Section 3 Requirements, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
EO 11246, 11625 together with all Standard Provisions of CDBG Programs.

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received for the City of Richland’s 
2015 Removal of Architectural Barriers Project by the City of Richland Purchasing 
Division at 2700 Duportail, bldg. 100, until 2:00 p.m. on Monday, June 29, 2015 
at which time bids will be opened and read publicly.  This project provides for 
the repair of sidewalks and driveways to meet accessibility requirements.  Existing 
sidewalks call for concrete patching, sealing of joints and grinding vertical edges.  
Additional schedules call for adding sidewalks, replacing driveways and adding 
ramps.

Additional information can be found at the City of Richland’s Bid Posting page. 
Complete digital project bidding documents are available at www.questcdn.com. 
You may download the digital plan documents for $10 by inputting Quest project 
# 3956852 on the website’s Project Search page. Please contact QuestCDN.
com at (952)233-1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance in free membership 
registration, downloading, and working with this digital project information.  

The City of Richland in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, 78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. 200d to 2000d-4 and Title 49, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Department of Transportation, subtitle A, Office of the Secretary, 
Part 21, nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs of the Department of 
Transportation issued pursuant to such Act, hereby notifies all bidders that it will 
affirmatively insure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises as defined at 49 CFR Part 26 will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex in consideration for an 
award.

CITY OF RICHLAND, WA
CALL FOR BIDS

CDBG Project- 30815-1044 BLESSED
S O I L

Many times, family members wish to be buried where they grew up, in Mexico, the 
land of their traditions and ancestors. Due to finances or the inconvenience of distance, 
this wish is sometimes out of reach. 

At Sunset Gardens, we make it easy to talk about and 
easy to take care of! For more information, contact:

Sunset Gardens
(509) 943-0803 phone

info@sunsetgardenstricities.com

BRINGING YOUR BELOVED HOMELAND TO YOU
To help sustain tradition and heritage, Sunset Gardens has a respectful alternative 
for your loved one’s wishes. Sacred Soil from Mexico, blessed by the Holy Church, 
is available for families making funeral arrangements at Sunset Gardens. 

Our dedicated staff will help you develop a celebration of life rich in family 
custom and tradition. Plan ahead with our event directors at Sunset 
Gardens to bring your Mexican heritage here to the Mid-Columbia.
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Dave Says

}Lorena Barboza 

From my balconyIMMIGRATION

WASHINGTON (AP) 

The Obama admin-
istration is on 
pace to deport the 

fewest number of immi-
grants in nearly a decade, 
according to internal gov-
ernment data obtained by 
The Associated Press.

As of April 20, federal 
immigration officials sent 
home 127,378 people in the 
United States illegally. That 
puts immigrant removals 
on track to be among the 
lowest since the middle of 
President George W. Bush’s 
second term.

The internal statistics reveal a continu-
ing decline in deportations even as the 
Obama administration fights a legal chal-
lenge to a plan it announced late last year 
to shield millions of immigrants from 
deportations.

“With the resources we have ... I’m 
interested in focusing on criminals and 
recent illegal arrivals at the border,” 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson 
told members of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee during an oversight hearing 
Tuesday.

The new figures, contained in weekly 
internal reports not publicly reported, 
showed that the government sent home an 
average of about 19,730 removals a month 
for the first six months of the govern-
ment’s fiscal year that began in October.

If that trend continues, the government 
will remove about 236,000 by Septem-
ber — the lowest figure since 2006, when 
207,776 were sent home.

Removals have been declining for 
nearly three years after Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement recorded a record 
409,849 removals in 2012. That federal 
agency, known as ICE, is responsible for 
finding and removing immigrants living 
in the country illegally.

President Barack Obama announced a 
plan in November that would protect mil-
lions of immigrants living in the country 
illegally, but that effort is on hold after a 
federal judge in Texas blocked its imple-
mentation.

Meanwhile, the Homeland Secu-
rity Department has continued to slow 

removals, and a program launched in 
2012 to protect young immigrants from 
deportation remains in place.

Johnson has directed immigration 
authorities anew to focus on finding 
and deporting immigrants who pose a 
national security or public safety threat, 
those who have serious criminal records 
and those who have recently crossed the 
Mexican border. Roughly 11 million 
immigrants are thought to be living in the 
country illegally.

Johnson confirmed Tuesday that remov-
als have decreased but did not provide 
the committee with specific numbers. He 
said a variety of factors, including a cor-
responding drop in arrests of immigrants 
caught crossing the border, have led to the 
drop.

Last week, Johnson said the Border 
Patrol had arrested about 151,800 people 
trying to cross the Mexican border ille-
gally, the fewest number of people caught 
at the border during the same period over 
the last four years.

“There’s lower intake, lower appre-
hensions,” Johnson said Tuesday. “There 
are fewer people attempting to cross the 
southern border, and there are fewer 
people apprehended.”

Since Obama first took office in 2009, 
the number of immigrants arrested and 
deported from the interior of the country 
has steadily declined. That year, nearly 
two thirds of the 389,834 immigrants 
removed were found in the interior of the 
country. By 2014, roughly a third of the 
315,943 people removed were living in the 
country, according to internal ICE figures.

Deportation of immigrants continue 
to decline under Obama

In this April 28, 2015, photo, Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson 
testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, before the Senate Judiciary 

Committee on oversight of the department.

Dr. Lorena Barboza
lorena.barboza@gmail.com

It’s been almost five years of  living in 
this state and working at Columbia 
Basin College (CBC.) I feel joy and sat-
isfaction to witness its growth and its 
constant readiness to meet the com-
munity’s needs of  looking for better job 
opportunities and academic adapta-
tion.

I recently had 
the opportunity 
to take part in 
a meeting with 
colleagues and 
officials; I was 
finally able to 
attend because 
it did not conflict 
with any of  my 
classes! Spend-
ing the afternoon 
in the open and in good company, it was 
just what I expected thanks to a great 
initiative of  our community college. We 
participated in outdoor games; we were 
delighted with a tasty lunch and chatted 
pleasantly, in the midst of  our diversity.

Every day I feel more satisfied in this 
institution and I see renewed growth. We 
are like a big family where we all do our 
part because we believe in what we do. I 
see CBC meeting the needs of  our com-
munity, and offering a place to prepare 
our students to meet the current socio-
economic challenges is the road map 
for this institution. That to me, as one 
of  its components, fills me with pride. 

That rewarding meeting provided an 
opportunity to start celebrating the 
progress and achievements of  CBC. This 
Friday, we will gather again but this time 
to celebrate and applaud the players of  
the year: our graduates culminating in 
joy their efforts, and climbing one step-
ping stone towards success.

Have a happy week, and God Bless!

Dr. Barboza invites you to visit her blog: 
hablandonosentedemos.podbeam.com

I like CBC!

	  

Motorhome	  for	  sale!	  
Great	  Four	  Winds	  2008.	  Low	  miles,	  gas	  

engine,	  very	  clean	  and	  runs	  great.	  	  
Sleeps	  up	  to	  7.	  	  	  	  

Travel	  the	  highways	  and	  byways	  at	  your	  
leisure!	  Too	  much	  to	  list!	  	  	  

More	  details:	  785.317.2577	  

¡Se	  vende	  Motorhome!	  
Maravillosa	  Four	  Winds	  2008.	  Pocas	  millas,	  
muy	  limpia	  y	  confortable.	  Capacidad	  para	  7	  
personas.	  Viaje	  cómoda	  y	  plácidamente.	  	  	  

¡Tiene	  que	  verla!	  	  
Teléfono:	  785.317.2577	  

Dear Dave,

I have a debt with a collection agency and they 

have started calling my office. Last week, I made 

an agreement for monthly payments, along with 

an initial payment. All of  a sudden, they were 

calling me again this morning at my office. Can I 

legally demand that they not call me at my place of  

employment? — Joelle

Dear Joelle,

Yes, you can. I’m glad you’re keeping in mind that 

you have a legal and moral obligation to pay your 

debts. But collectors have rules they must follow, 

also. They’re governed by law just like everyone 

else. 

If  they call you at work again, simply remind them 

of  the terms of  the payment agreement already 

in place and demand that they never call you at 

your office again. Also, send them a certified letter, 

return receipt requested, so that you’ll have proof  

you sent the letter and they received it. In the letter, 

let them know that according to guidelines set forth 

in the Federal Fair Debt Collection Practices Act you 

are formally demanding that they not call you at 

your office again. 

If  they call you at your office after you demand that 

they stop, they’ll be in violation of  federal law. And 

if  that happens, let them know that you’ll be talking 

to a lawyer and you will sue them! — Dave

Stand up to them
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Dream on at numericacu.com
800.433.1837

Let your home 
work for you!

Home Equity Line of Credit

only
by appointment





Get tips at:  www.inicielaconversacion.org.  
Paid for by the Washington Department of Social and Health Services. 

In 2012, our state voted to legalize marijuana 
for recreational use.  

It’s important that we all know what was approved ….. 
especially parents.  It is illegal to use marijuana in public.  
Just like alcohol, it is illegal to use marijuana under the 
age of twenty-one.  It is also illegal to drive impaired by 
marijuana.  

So talk to your kids about not using marijuana.  
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